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Recently, the 16th China-India Boundary Talks were held in Beijing. The two sides 
had a series of in-depth talks and exchanges of opinions in order to mitigate border 
tensions and maintain cross-border peace.

The border between the two countries extends for about 1,700 km. Although 
the two sides have never officially drawn a boundary line, it was naturally formed 
and adhered to by the two sides a long time back. However, after India became a 
colony of the United Kingdom, the British Empire started to expand into along the 
border. 

After gaining independence in 1947, India inherited the areas enveloped 
by the British Empire. Thus border disputes emerged between China and India, 
resulting in the two countries clashing in 1962. In the past 30 years or so, the two 
countries have sought a solution to their border differences, but no breakthrough 
has been made so far.

Despite this, the situation in the China-India border areas is generally peaceful. 
Authorities of the two countries have kept close communication.

China and India are the two biggest countries by land mass in Asia. They are 
neighbors and both are developing countries. In recent years, they have embraced 
a comprehensive and rapid development in their relations. Since 2005, high-level 
exchanges of visits as well as exchanges and cooperation in all areas have been 
increasingly frequent. The leaders of the two countries have identified 10 strategies 
for deepening cooperation and they singed a common prospect for the 21st cen-
tury. All these factors present the image of relations marching toward stability. 

Currently, China-India cooperation has gone beyond any bilateral scope and is 
of global significance. Their common development not only benefits their 2.4 bil-
lion people but also benefits Asia and the whole world.

China looks forward to taking the responsibility—along with India—of pro-
moting good momentum in China-India relations, clearing away obstacles and 
deepening mutually beneficial cooperation.  n
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THIS WEEK

Chinese President Xi Jinping arrives in St. Petersburg, Russia, on September 4, 
prior to attending the Eighth G20 Leaders’ Summit from September 5 to 6. 
This is Xi’s first appearance at the G20 Summit as Chinese president. The G20 
Summit is a leading forum for cooperation on international issues for member 
states, including China, Russia, the United States, India and Canada.

G20 DEBUT
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THIS WEEK SOCIetY

SPORTS STAR
Table Tennis world champion Wang Liqin  
competes in the men’s team event at the 12th  
Chinese National Games, held from August 31 
to September 12 in northeast China’s Liaoning 
Province. More than 9,770 athletes participated

Cooperation 
Pledge
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang visits the 
exhibition hall of the China-ASEAN 
Expo in Nanning, Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region, on September 3.

The expo attracted more than 
2,300 companies from China and 
member countries of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

This year marks the 10th anniver-
sary of the establishment of China-
ASEAN strategic partnership. It has 
been described as a “golden decade,” 
in which both China and ASEAN  
nations experienced enormous gains 
as a result of their cooperation.

Speaking at the opening of the 
expo, Li said that China and ASEAN 
nations have the ability to build a 
“diamond decade.”

Discipline Online
The Central Commission for 
Discipline Inspection (CCDI) of the 
Communist Party of China and 
the Ministry of Supervision jointly 
launched an official website on 
September 1. Tip-offs about cor-
ruption cases can be submitted to 
the website, which will publish the 
latest information from important 
meetings, campaigns and graft 
investigations. The public can access 

a database of Party regulations and 
laws against corruption through it.

As a major move to improve 
anti-corruption efforts, the website 
will be a bridge between the public 
and anti-corruption agencies, said 
Wang Qishan, head of the CCDI, 
when inspecting the operation of the 
website on September 3.

Higher Thresholds
Ten provincial-level regions 
nationwide have been put under a 

pilot reform program that raises the 
threshold of becoming a teacher, 
the Ministry of Education said on 
September 3.

Under the program, all teachers 
could be subject to taking a unified 
national exam and graduates from 
teachers’ training schools or colleges 
will no longer be acknowledged 
straight away as qualified for teach-
ing after graduation.

In addition, life tenure will be 
scrapped in order to get rid of the 
safety net allowing under-perform-
ing teachers to stay in the education 
system, and all teachers have to 
register to stay active educational 
practitioners every five years.

Initiated in 2011, the program will 
be expanded to all 31 provincial-level 

regions on the Chinese mainland by 
2015, according to the ministry.

China had about 25 million reg-
istered teachers at the end of 2012.

Trademark Law
China’s top legislature on August 30 
passed a new intellectual property 
law to crack down on copyright in-
fringements and ensure a fair market 
for trademark holders.

After three readings over the 
past two years, the revised law was 
passed at the bi-monthly session 
of the Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress.

The new law, which will go into 
effect on May 1, 2014, raises the 
compensation ceiling for trademark 
infringement to 3 million yuan 
($500,000), six times the previous 
limit.

It also mitigates  the responsibil-
ity of trademark holders in providing 
proof of infringement, saying the 
alleged offenders shall provide their 
accounting books or other materi-
als for investigation. Otherwise, 
compensation could be determined 
according to the amounts proposed 
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THIS WEEK

Car Control


TO COMMEMORATE
Sculptures of the Chinese Expeditionary Force 
soldiers, who helped defeat Japanese forces in 
Myanmar during World War II, were completed on 
September 3 and stand on top of the Songshan 
Mountain in Yunnan Province, which borders the 
Southeast Asian nation

was launched on September 2.
Organizers of the China 

International Translation Contest 
2013 have chosen 30 award-winning 
pieces of contemporary Chinese 
short stories from renowned writers 
including Nobel Prize winner Mo Yan.

Participants are required to 
choose one of the 30 stories to trans-
late into English, French, Russian, 
Spanish or Arabic and submit their 
works before February 28, 2014.

Organizers said both individual 
translators and group efforts are 
welcome to take part.

The top prize for each language 
will be $5,000.

Patient Database
The National Health and Family 

by trademark holders.
Trademark agencies are forbid-

den from accepting entrustment if 
they know or should know that their 
clients are conducting malicious 
registration or infringing on the 
trademark rights of others.

Agencies violating the law will 
face fines and credit score penalties. 
Those involved in serious cases will 
have their businesses suspended.

The new law offers protection 
for well-known trademarks, giving 
owners the right to ban others from 
registering their trademarks or using 
similar ones—even if similar brand 
names are available.

China adopted its Trademark 
Law in 1982 and made amendments 
in 1993 and 2001.

Tibetan  
Afforestation
Tibet Autonomous Region is plan-
ning to invest 30 billion yuan ($4.9 
billion) in an afforestation project 
along six major rivers in the region, 
a forestry official announced on 
August 29.

The project will focus on lands 
suitable for afforestation along 
Yarlung Zangbo, Ngulchu, Lhasa, 
Nyangchu, Nyakchu and Sengye 
Khabap rivers, said Lei Guilong, head 
of Tibet’s Forestry Department.

The project will start from 2014 
and is expected to be completed by 
2030. It will help conserve soil and 
water resources, as well as prevent 
sandstorms in these areas, Lei said.

Translation Contest
A translation contest of contempo-
rary works in the Chinese language 

Planning Commission issued on 
August 29 a document on manag-
ing patients suffering illnesses such 
as schizophrenia, schizoaffective 
disorder, persistent delusional dis-
order and paranoid schizophrenia. 
They are among the six categories 
of severe mental disturbance in the 
country’s first Mental Health Law 
that took effect in May.

Patients and those who harm 
others should be recorded in the 
national mental illness information 
administration system, the docu-
ment said.

The hospital should record the 
patient in the national system, or 
submit a written report to a county-
level mental illness prevention and 
treatment agency, within 10 days 

after the patient is discharged from 
hospital, it said.

China had more than 100 million 
people with some form of mental 
disorder in 2009, including 16 
million suffering severe mental 
illnesses, according to latest figures 
from the Chinese Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Safe Water
China will ensure the safety of 
drinking water by the year 2015 in 
rural areas, where it still remains 
inaccessible to more than 100 mil-
lion people, a senior official said on 
August 29.

By the end of this year, 63 
percent of rural residents will have 
access to safe drinking water, said 
Li Guoying, Vice Minister of Water 
Resources.

The government had allocated 
more than 179 billion yuan ($29.25 
billion) for safe drinking water proj-
ects from 2005 to 2012, Li said.
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Beijing’s first reversible lane is located on 
Chaoyang Road and was put into use on 
September 5 as part of efforts to ease worsen-
ing gridlock.

Traffic authorities said on September 3 that 
the city is considering imposing congestion fees 
for cars in the city center.

Meanwhile, Beijing will restrict the number 
of new cars on road each year beginning 
January 2014. By 2017, the number of regis-
tered vehicles in the city is expected to be no 
more than 6 million, but in July of this year, 
the number had already reached 5.35 million.
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THIS WEEK

DIRECT FLIGHT
Flight crew head to the boarding gate of a Hainan 
Airlines flight from Beijing to Chicago. On  
September 3, Hainan Airlines launched China’s 
first non-stop flight between the two cities

eCONOmY

Economic Rebound
China’s manufacturing activities 
posted a strong recovery in August, 
offering further signs that the world’s 
second largest economy is emerg-
ing from the shadows of a protracted 
slowdown.

The purchasing managers’ index 
(PMI) rose to 51.0 percent in August 
from 50.3 percent in July, marking 
the second monthly expansion 
in a row, and the highest reading 
this year, according to data jointly 

released by the China Federation 
of Logistics and Purchasing and 
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) 
on September 1. A reading below 50 
indicates contraction, while anything 
above signals expansion.

The 0.7-percentage-point 
monthly expansion also represents 
the biggest increase since January. In 
the months prior to August, the data 
had swayed back and forth.

Zhao Qinghe, a senior statisti-
cian with the NBS, said the figure 
shows the manufacturing activities 

have stronger growth impetus, and 
the economy is firming up in a more 
evident way.

China’s non-manufacturing PMI 
fell to 53.9 percent in August from 
54.1 percent for July, according to 
data released on September 3. 

China’s Top 500
The 2013 edition of the Top 500 
Chinese Enterprises list was unveiled 
at a press conference in Kunming, 
capital of southwest China’s Yunnan 
Province on August 31, with China’s oil 
giant Sinopec Group topping the list.

The list was compiled by the 
China Enterprise Confederation 
and the China Enterprise Directors 

Association based on the 2012 
revenues of Chinese companies.

Sinopec Group took the lead for 
a ninth year with a total revenue of 
2.83 trillion yuan ($458.6 billion) in 
2012.

China National Petroleum Corp., 
the parent company of China’s top 
oil and gas producer, PetroChina, 
followed closely in second place 
with revenues reaching 2.68 trillion 
yuan ($440 billion) in 2012.

The two were joined by eight 
other state-owned companies to 
dominate the top 10: State Grid, 
Industrial and Commercial Bank 
of China, China Construction Bank, 
Agricultural Bank of China, Bank of 
China, China Mobile, China State 
Construction and China National 
Offshore Oil Corporation.

A total of 123 companies, includ-
ing 16 privately owned enterprises, 
reported revenues of more than 
100 billion yuan ($16.34 billion) last 
year, up from 107 companies a year 
earlier.

GDP Revised
The National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS) on September 2 lowered 



Wang Xiaogang, a resident in 
Changxing County, Zhejiang 
Province, and electricians from 
a local power department check 
the grid-connected solar power 
unit installed on Wang’s roof.

The facility consists of 16 
solar panels and has an installed 
capacity of 4 kilowatts. It can 
generate 15-20 kilowatt-hours 
(kwh) of electricity on a sunny 
day. 

The National Development 
and Reform Commission on 
August 30 issued a 0.42-yuan 
subsidy for every kwh of electric-
ity produced by distributed solar 
power generation projects.

Roof Goes 
Solar
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Numbers 

67
Number of paper- 
making enterprises 
that will cease  
operations due to  
outdated capacity

274
Number of illegal  
websites containing  
pornographic and  
violent content that 
have been shut down 
since mid-July

523 mln yuan
Fine that Everbright 
Securities received 
from the country’s top 
securities regulator, the 
largest ever given to a 
securities brokerage 
firm, for insider trading, 
release of misleading 
information and poor 
risk controls

10,442 yuan
Average new home 
price per square meter 
in August in 100 major 
cities surveyed by the 
China Index Academy, 
the research arm of 
Soufun, China’s largest 
property website

HELICOPTER SHOW
Spectators snap photographs of an air show at 
the Second China Helicopter Exposition, held in 
Tianjin from September 5 to 8

THIS WEEK

China’s growth rate for 2012 to 7.7 
percent based on its preliminary 
verification.

The revised GDP came in at 
51.89 trillion yuan ($8.41 trillion), 
down 38 billion yuan ($6.21 billion) 
from the preliminary calculation 
figure that put the annual rate at 7.8 
percent, said the NBS.

Primary industries took up a 10.1-
percent share in the GDP structure, 
while the secondary and tertiary sec-
tors accounted for 45.3 percent and 
44.6 percent, respectively, remaining 
unchanged from the preliminary 
calculation.

The NBS calculates each year’s 
GDP three times—a preliminary cal-
culation, a preliminary verification 
and a final verification that is due 
several months later.

Cotton Trade Hub
Cotton processors in northwest 
China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous 
Region are planning to build a trad-

ing center in the country’s largest 
cotton planting area.

The center will be located in 
the Xinjiang Huijin Logistics Garden 
in south Xinjiang’s Korla City. It will 
be jointly supported by 17 cotton 
purchase and processing enterprises 
with a total investment of 1.5 billion 
yuan ($242 million).

The first phase of the project, 
with an investment of nearly 300 
million yuan ($49 million), will have 
a storage capacity of 600,000 tons, 
while the second-phase project will 
bring that capacity to 3.6 million 
tons.

The center will also cooperate 
with other cotton futures centers in 
the country to better facilitate cotton 
logistics, trade and transactions.

Xinjiang is China’s most impor-

tant cotton planting area, with its 
output accounting for more than 
half of the national total.

Tax Adjustment
China has increased the value-added 
tax from 4 percent to 5 percent on 
imports of planes with an empty 
weight of above 25 metric tons, the 
Central Government announced on 
September 2.

Meanwhile, for imported planes 
with an empty weight between 25 
and 45 metric tons, the import tariff 
rate has been adjusted from the 
previous 1 percent to 5 percent.

The country has also scrapped 
its zero-tariff policy on imports of 
lignite, a form of low-rank coal. 
Instead, a 3-percent tax has been 
resumed.

Trend  
Technologies
Visitors inspect the latest gaming 
software on display at the ninth China 
(Nanjing) International Software Product 
and Information Service Expo held in 
Nanjing, capital of east China’s Jiangsu 
Province on September 5-8.

The expo, under the theme 
Software and Smart Life, attracted more 
than 1,100 software companies from 
30 countries to showcase their latest 
products.
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MALI 
President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita (center) 

pays his respects in front of the  
Independence Monument after taking the 

oath of office on September 4 





THE UNITED 
STATES

Diana Nyad (center), 64, emerges from 
the Atlantic Ocean after completing a 

111-mile swim without the security of a 
shark cage from Cuba to Key West, Florida, 

on September 2 

GERMANY
Protesters wearing masks of German  

Chancellor Angela Merkel (right) and her  
challenger Peer Steinbrück demonstrate 

against energy policies of both candidates in 
Berlin on September 1 
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JAPAN 
 

A birthday cake is displayed 
next to the anime character, 
Doraemon, to celebrate his 
birthday during the Fujiko F. 
Fujio exhibition in Tokyo on 

September 3 

INDIA
Indian artists make final preparations of an idol 
of the Hindu God Lord Ganesh in Hyderabad on 

August 30



COLOMBIA
Onlookers spray water on participants of 
the color run in Medellin on September 1
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THIS WEEK peOpLe
“For students who are 12 or younger,  

spending six to seven hours a day at school is 
already physically stressful. They need more 
time to sleep and exercise, to develop their 

curiosity and hobbies.” 
Hu Ruiwen, a member of the National Education Advisory Committee,  
in response to new national education guidelines that aim to reduce  

students’ workload

“Few people are interested in mooncake 
gift packages worth 500 yuan ($81) or 

more, while large orders by government 
bodies are no longer a reality.” 

Li Aihua, who owns an online mooncake franchise shop in Chengdu, Sichuan 
Province, commenting on August 29 on declining sales of luxury mooncakes 

ahead of the Mid-Autumn Festival when the sweet treat is given as a gift to 
friends and family

“With an increase in high-calorie, high-fat, 
high-sugar, and high-sodium diets, a  

decrease in physical activity and a more  
sedentary lifestyle, all factors that lead to 
weight gain, diabetes and other chronic  

diseases are now reaching epidemic  
proportions in China.” 

Guang Ning, Vice President of Ruijin Hospital, affiliated with the Shanghai 
Jiaotong University Medical School, on September 3

“Laws should be made to clarify that guardians 
cannot leave children under a certain age  

unattended.” 
Qin Qianhong, a law professor with Wuhan University in Hubei Province, in 
response to a recent slew of child injuries and deaths across the country,  

on September 4

Jiang Jiemin has been removed from his post as 
head of the State-owned Assets Supervision and 
Administration Commission (SASAC) of the State 

Council for alleged disciplinary violations. Jiang, born 
in 1955, is the first member of the 18th CPC Central 

Committee to be investigated for corruption. 
Before being appointed SASAC minister in March, 

Jiang was chairman of the China National  
Petroleum Corp., the country’s leading  

oil and gas producer.
Jiang worked in the petroleum industry from  

December 1972 until June 2000, and from April 
2004 to March 2013. He was deputy governor of 

Qinghai Province between June 2000 and  
April 2004. 

OFFICIAL REMOvED FROM OFFICE







LEGENDARY ATHLETE

Gao E won the Women’s Trap event at China’s 12th 
National Games on September 1 despite being 51 

years of age. 
Gao started practicing shooting in 1976 and has 

won gold medals at many major sports events. Her 
only regret is that she hasn’t won an Olympic gold. 
Gao said if  rules permit, she hopes to take part in 

the 2016 Summer Olympic Games in  
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
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Real-Name Registration System
Beijing Times
September 2
China’s real-name registration system for all new tele-
phone users went into effect on September 1. Real-
name registration system is a universal policy across 
the world to control illegal practices. But it doesn’t 
necessarily spell the end of junk messages and nui-
sance phone calls.

For instance, those omnipresent advertis-
ing messages for real estate, beauty products 
and fake invoices are unlikely to be deterred by 
real-name registration. In addition, many junk 
messages that have flourished in recent years are 
the result of the conspiratorial actions of telecoms 
operators and some companies. In this regard, the 
system alone will be unable to control this profit-
driven impulse.

Supporting supervisory measures and strict 
implementation of the regulation are essential. The 
government should strengthen protection of phone 
users’ personal information, preventing their private 
details from falling into the wrong hands. 

Housing Tax 
Guangzhou Daily 
September 2 
Xu Shaoshi, head of China’s National Development 
and Reform Commission, recently announced that 
China will launch pilot property tax programs in more 
cities. He affirmed that the policy will be scheduled for 
the second half of 2013.

Thanks to the reform and opening up, Chinese 
citizens are richer than ever before. However, their 
property forms are so limited that real estate is the 
major—and almost the only—form for them. Now 
an additional housing tax is on the way, meaning that 

Crisis  
Shadowing 
Asia Again?
Caixin Magazine 
August 26 

Since May 22, when U.S. 
Federal Reserve chairman Ben 
Bernanke made indications 
that there would be adjust-
ments to their quantitative 
easing policy, which could in 

turn potentially cause interest 
rates to rise, currencies in emerging economies have sharply devalued 
against the U.S. dollar. To make things worse, slowing foreign demand 
and sharply rising oil prices have further deteriorated many countries’ 
current accounts and trade deficits have accelerated the depreciation 

of some currencies. Currencies of emerging economies are facing the 
most severe challenge since the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis.

In India, depreciation of the rupee has spun out of control, putting 
the central bank on high alert. The Indian Government and central 
bank have unveiled numerous policies that act to restrict the transfer 
of money abroad and similarly restrict overseas investment while 
raising the import taxes on precious metals such as gold and silver. 
In order to stabilize the currency, the central bank increased interest 
rates from 8.25 percent to 10.25 percent.

However, these efforts have had limited effects. On August 22, the 
exchange rate of the U.S. dollar to the rupee rose to over 65 rupees to the 
dollar, indicating that the rupee had devalued by nearly 20 percent com-
pared to early May. Cash is flowing out of the country and the stock market 
has also taken a hit, with SENSEX dropping by over 10 percent.

However, India is not alone. Indonesia and Thailand also face similar 
problems. As these emerging countries fall into the middle income 
trap, problems such as inadequate infrastructure, corruption, widen-
ing wealth gaps and poor standards of education will start to emerge. 
Where the future of the emerging currencies lies becomes increas-
ingly unclear.

ordinary citizens will have to pay extra for their sole 
property.

China’s current policy states that a person who 
buys an apartment has to pay 12 taxes and more 
than 50 fees. Therefore, imposing a housing tax has 
the aura of double taxation. 

The imposing of a housing tax also arises concern 

over property risk. Currently, the trend of migration is 
on the rise in China. And most of these people are the 
country’s newly rich elites. Many of them continue 
to work in China with a foreign nationality. They put 
their careers in China but purchase property outside 
of China. This reflects their concerns over the control-
lability and risk of their properties in China.

On August 28, 1963, the African American 
civil rights leader Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
delivered his world renowned speech titled I 
Have a Dream in front of the Lincoln Memorial 
to 250,000 people who took part in the march 
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom.

In the 50 years since the speech was 
made, King has been removed from the FBI 
blacklist as a dissent and is widely recognized 
as a civil rights movement hero by not only 
Americans, but also people the world over. His 
birthday has been designated as a national hol-
iday in America and a statue commemorating 
him stands among those of several American 
presidents in Washington. The racial segrega-
tion he fought against has weakened and 
the country’s first African American president 

Barack Obama 
is currently 
serving his sec-
ond tenure. 

However, 
despite all the progress achieved, Vincent 
Harding, an African American historian, told 
China Newsweek that the United States is 
still far from realizing King’s dreams. Since 
slavery had a history that lasted over 300 
years in America, it’s unrealistic to expect the 
elimination of racial discrimination within only 
50 years. As King declared in his speech, “we 
need to fight constantly and regard the March 
on Washington not as the end but as a new 
beginning.”

The Dream That Changed a 
Nation
China Newsweek
September 2
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India’s recent announcement to develop 
unilaterally and independently the disputed 
China-India border region without loans 

from the Asian Development Bank once again 
spurred public concern over the Sino-Indian 
border disputes following the “tent confronta-
tion” incident between the two armies this April. 
The region, which China calls Zangnan (South 
Tibet) and India calls Arunachal Pradesh, is cur-
rently under Indian control. It is undeniable that 
overheated media reports on Sino-Indian bor-
der disputes in recent years are partly exploited 
to attract attention, but it also shows that the 
border dispute is one of the most sensitive is-
sues in terms of Sino-Indian relations. 

Although a final settlement over the border 
issue cannot be immediately achieved, both 
sides share a similar willingness to resolve the 
dispute as their stances gradually converge. 
The key to resolving the issue completely is to 
enhance mutual political trust.        

Creeping progress
The Sino-Indian border dispute is a complicated 
historical issue. The two countries have lived 
in peace with each other in spite of no official 
boundary in the contested area. However, it is 
not a coincidence that the border issue became 

a major barrier impacting bilateral relations over 
the past six decades.

Historically, the two countries have formed 
a traditional borderline in the east based on the 
traditional living habits of the two peoples and 
the boundary of administrative jurisdiction of 
each country.  For over 2,000 years, the two 
peoples have respected this fixed borderline 
and developed a kind of permeable relationship. 
However, starting with British colonial rule in 
South Asia, the British Empire sought to expand 
the borders of its colony of British India to sur-
rounding countries. British colonists also illegally 
signed a Simla Accord with China’s Tibetan local 
government and set the so-called McMahon 
Line to define the China-India eastern border. 
Following independence, India inherited the 
British colonial legacy and advanced its bor-
derline with China to the McMahon Line in the 
1950s. In the meantime, India also put forward 
its territorial claim in the western part of the 
China-India border. After the China-India border 
war in 1962, the two countries formed the cur-
rent line of control in their respective borders.

The settlement of bilateral border disputes 
has been always a top priority of bilateral rela-
tions. Since the two countries began border 
talks in 1981, the two sides have successively 
established vice-ministerial level talks, joint 
working group talks, China-India border issue 
diplomats and military experts’ panel meet-
ings, special representatives meetings as well 
as the Working Mechanism for Consultation 
and Coordination on India-China Border Affairs. 
These platforms have made gradual progress. In 
1993, China and India signed the Maintenance 
of Peace and Tranquility along the Line of Actual 
Control in the India-China Border Areas; and lat-
er in 1996, the two sides signed the Confidence 
Building Measures in the Military Field along the 
Line of Actual Control in the India-China Border 
Areas. The two pacts allowed both sides to lay 
a solid foundation for maintaining long-term 
peace and security in the disputed area.

Special representatives were also appointed 
with the political mandate to steer negotiations 

in 2003, discussing the framework on settling 
the border issue. The first round of the special 
representative meeting established a three-step 
development strategy over the border dispute 
settlement: making the guiding principle, and 
then setting up a framework agreement to 
implement the guiding principle and setting the 
borderline at last. During the fifth round of spe-
cial representative talks in 2005, the two sides 
finally reached the Agreement on the Political 
Parameters and Guiding Principles for the 
Settlement of the Boundary Question. Though 
no consensus has been reached over the 
framework, the objective of the second stage is 
very obvious for the two sides—that is, setting 
up the framework as soon as possible.

During Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao’s official 
visit to India in December 2010, the two sides 
reached consensus and signed an agreement 
on the Working Mechanism for Consultation 
and Coordination on India-China Border Affairs. 
It mainly provides channels for communica-
tion and exchange between the two sides and 
ensures the peace and stability of the disputed 
area to create good conditions for a final border 
dispute settlement.

The two sides have formed an overall 
roadmap for dispute resolution. First, the two 
countries established the principle of settling 
the disputes through peaceful means; second, 
the two reached consensus that they should 
resolve their differences over the issue in a 
fair, reasonable and mutually acceptable way; 
third, they set a three-step strategy with high 
operability; fourth, they made up the principle 
of resolving the problem eventually as a pack-
age rather than step by step; and last, the two 
agreed to guarantee peace and stability on the 
border to create a good atmosphere for the 
final resolution of the issue.

Mutual trust needed
Objectively speaking, India’s enhancement of 
its defensive strength in the border region is 
understandable and undisputable. However, 

BOUNDARY ISSUES: Chinese State Councilor Yang Jiechi (second right) 
and Indian National Security Adviser Shiv Shankar Menon (second left)  
attend the 16th round of China-India special representative meeting on 
the disputed border region in Beijing on June 29
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some Indian media and analysts and the 
Indian military frequently use the “China 
threat” as an excuse for India’s military 
build-up. This shows that the mutual 
trust between China and India is insuffi-
cient. A recent survey shows that 9.5 percent of 
China reports in the Indian media are negative, 
4.2 percent are positive, and the rest are neutral, 
among which the so-called Chinese army “inva-
sion” of India is the most frequently reported 
topic. In  comparison, negative reports are more 
likely to occupy the front pages. But in China, 
16.2 percent of India reports in the Chinese me-
dia are positive and only 1 percent is negative.

The border dispute between the two coun-
tries is undoubtedly the major cause of the 
low mutual trust, while the development gap 
between the two countries also leads to anxiety 
on the Indian side.

In a recent China-India media exchange 
program held in Beijing co-hosted by the Global 
Times Foundation and the India-based Observer 
Research Foundation (ORF), Chilamkuri Raja 
Mohan, renowned Indian columnist for the 
Indian Express and expert on strategic research 
at ORF, made a comprehensive conclusion 
about the bilateral mutual trust insufficiency 
from the perspective of the Indian side. He said 
that Indian media and people are always ex-
pressing five “sentiments” about China—India 
admires China’s rapid rise; both countries have 
an important influence over Asia and the world; 

India is trying to learn from China’s economic 
growth; Indian people are yearning for more 
opportunities in China; and India is scared 
of China’s rise, especially its swelling military 
strength. In the last 25 years, the increasing 
exchanges between India and China, as the first 
four sentiments indicate, have brought back to 
life a lot of unresolved issues, such as border is-
sues, which led to the fifth sentiment.

It is not so worrying that there are differ-
ences, competition and even conflict between 
the two countries. The key problem is how the 
two sides try to enhance mutual understanding 
and create a cooperative atmosphere with trust. 
The proper settlement of the “tent confronta-
tion” incident of the two armies reflects that the 
militaries and foreign affairs departments of the 
two countries are able to have close and timely 
communication with each other through the 
established working channels to deal with the 
problems. It also shows the two countries have 
the wisdom and capacity to continually develop 
the bilateral cooperative and friendly relation-
ship while managing existing divergences.

Nevertheless, we should not deny that the 
military exchange between China and India is far 
from that of India with other countries, including 

the United States. The bilateral military relation-
ship should be further expanded. Fortunately, 
the bilateral high-level military exchange which 
was suspended in August 2010 has been 
resumed in 2011 and will continue again this 
year. It is a positive signal. But the development 
of India’s national defense should not be based 
on hyping the China threat, which could only 
fan the flames of nationalism and destroy an 
already fragile political mutual trust.

China and India are neighbors as well as 
the world’s two largest developing countries. 
The successive rise of the two countries has 
become the most significant event in the Asia-
Pacific region and the Indian Ocean region. The 
two have become the major driving forces for 
the future development of the world economy. 
Their development also promoted the gradual 
integration of the Asia-Pacific region. But the 
insufficient mutual political trust caused by 
the half-century long border dispute is still the 
major obstacle of bilateral relations. Under the 
context of the U.S. rebalancing strategy, the 
development environment of China and India 
is also changing. It adds complexity to the varia-
tion of the future regional pattern of the Pacific-
Indian Ocean region together with the border 
dispute-affected China-Indian relationship. As 
long as both China and India follow the three-
step roadmap for settling the border dispute 
and give full consideration to historical factors, 
a final settlement on the China-India border 
dispute is no doubt possible. n

Historically, the two countries have formed a  
traditional borderline in the east based on the  
traditional living habits of the two peoples and 
the boundary of administrative jurisdiction of 
each country

MENDING FENCES: A Chinese army 
officer (left) works with an Indian sol-
dier to secure a fence at the Nathula 

Pass at the border on July 5, 2006 
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of staff published an article highlighting the fact 
that “the ship was independently designed and 
built. It holds a huge advantage ahead of China, 
whose experience and capabilities in regards to 
aircraft carriers is still far behind us.”

The author of the article told the truth and 
inadvertently refuted the “Chinese naval threat 
theory” concocted by the West. The Indian 
aircraft carrier poses no threat to its neighbors 
or to the world, nor does China’s recently com-
pleted aircraft carrier, the Liaoning.

There are three points worthy of our atten-
tion concerning the new development of an 
Indian aircraft carrier. 

First, India’s top leaders have the foresight 
to adhere to the development of an aircraft 
carrier. As an emerging developing country, 
all previous and current generations of Indian 
leaders have attached much importance to the 
Indian Ocean, making the development of air-
craft carriers a national strategy and a national 
aspiration. Overall, the Indian Navy and its carrier 
does not pose a threat to the Asia-Pacific waters 
or cause major disputes, it only strengthened 
the country’s self-confidence and status as a 
great power both in Asia and the world.

fALSE DISCORD
China poses no threat to India, despite claims from the West By Zheng Ming

Second, India has explored and practiced 
its own unique path to develop aircraft carriers 
and its navy. Making good use of the current 
international environment, India has drawn 
good support from most world sea powers for 
diplomatic, economic, military and technical 
assistance. It had purchased an aircraft carrier 
from other countries early on, which helped 
India a lot in gaining related experience and staff 
training. It also brought in aircraft carrier design-
ing technologies at the right time, laying a good 
foundation for the development of the indig-
enously built aircraft carrier. All were achieved 
step by step and on schedule.

Third, India has had maintenance experi-
ence related to aircraft carriers and related 
technologies for decades, and it has promoted 
a balanced and comprehensive development 
of its navy air equipment, taking advantage of 
the development and maintenance experience 
resulting from having aircraft carrier. The Indian 
Navy has made considerable achievements in 
developing nuclear submarines, conventional 
submarines, destroyers and frigates.

When India unveiled the newly built aircraft 
carrier Vikrant, some Western media tried to 
insinuate that the major impetus for India’s 
naval expansion is China. The argument is both 
groundless and derived from a lack of good will. 
It is nothing but an old trick to cash in on the 
China-India border dispute.

Both China and India are independent coun-
tries, and they have the right to choose their own 
road in pursuing national defense and securing 
their national security whilst not infringing upon 
the territory and sovereignty of other countries. 
China and India are by no means a threat to 
each other. Since both are emerging developing 
countries, the two should construct and develop 
their own militaries in accordance with their own 
strength and security needs. They should not be 
incited into conflict by Western exaggeration of a 
two-way military threat.  n

The author  is a retired rear admiral in the Chinese Navy 
and former head of the Navy Equipment Department

China and India are two long-standing 
Asian civilizations, each with a rich history 
lasting thousands of years. Since ancient 

times, the two peoples have been connected 
by land and sea, particularly through the Silk 
Road and this connection has allowed for 
friendly cultural and economic exchanges. The 
Chinese navy and the Indian navy are also not 
strangers to one another. As early as 1958, the 
Indian cruiser INS Mysore had paid a friendly 
visit to Shanghai for military exchanges at a time 
when most Western countries had policies of 
boycotting and containing China. This friendly 
gesture from the Indian Navy was very encour-
aging for the newly born People’s Republic of 
China. The scenes from that time are still fresh 
in the memories of those senior Chinese sailors.

Recently, using the launch of India’s first 
indigenously built aircraft carrier Vikrant as an 
opportunity, some Western media have begun 
to sow discord between China and India. They  
claimed that the unveiling of Vikrant symbolizes 
India’s defeat over its regional rival China by join-
ing the elite club of nations able to design and 
build their own aircraft carriers.

At the same time, a senior Indian Navy chief 
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NAVAL EXCHANGE: Indian naval soldiers pose alongside their Chinese counterparts following a visit to Chinese missile destroyer 
Ma’anshan in Shanghai on July 14, 2012 
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