
the  m e e t i n g  to  ce l eb ra t e  the  30th a n n i v e r s a r y  
of t he  found ing  of the  Peop le ' s  Repub l i c  of 
Ch ina  and act  in i ts  spi r i t ,  consc ien t ious ly  s t u d y  
and i m p l e m e n t  the  Decis ions  of the  Cen t r a l  Com-  
mi t t e e  of the  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  of China  on 
Some Ques t ions  Conce rn ing  the  Acce le ra t ion  of 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t ;  keep  deepen ing  the  
c r i t i c i sm of the  c r imes  of the c o u n t e r - r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  consp i r a to r i a l  c l iques  of Lin Biao and  
the gang  c~l" fou r  in close combina t ion  wi th  pres -  
ent rea l i t ies ,  cr i t ic ize  the  u l t r a - L e f t  l ine they  
had inven led  and p u s h e d  de l i be r a t e ly  and e r a d -  
icate the i r  po isonous  inf luence,  b roaden  and  
deepen  the s t u d y  and  discuss ion of the  ques t ion  

of w h a t  is the  c r i t e r ion  for  t e s t ing  t ru th ,  and  
re so lu te ly  un i fy  t h i n k i n g  and  ac t ion  in ac-  
co rdance  wi th  the  gu ide l ines  of the  Thi rd  Ple-  
n a r y  Session of the  l l t h  Cen t ra l  Commi t t ee  of 
the  P a r t y  and the  Second Session of the  F i f th  
Na t iona l  Peop le ' s  Congress ;  r a l ly  st i l l  more  
closely a round  the P a r t y  Cen t ra l  Commi t t ee  and 
p ro mo t e  the  e m a n c i p a t i o n  of t h ink ing ,  p romote  
s t ab i l i ty  and un i ty  and the  four  modern i za t ions :  
and  f i rmly  imp lemen l  the  p r inc ip le  of ~'eacl.iusl- 
ing, restruetur . ing,  conso l ida t ing  and improv ing  
the  na t i ona l  economy,  and go all out  and seize 
e v e r y  m i n u t e  to w o r k  for  v ic tory  in the f irst  
ba t t l e  for  the  four  mode rn i za t i ons !  

Keep the Five-Star 
Red Flag Flying 

by Wei Laiguo 

On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of 
the founding of the People's Republic of China, 
"Beijing Review" has asked several wel l -known 
persons to write about their impressions. Fol- 
lowing is the second of these a r t i c l e s . -  Ed. 

O N October  1, 1949 I had the honour  of going 
UP to the  r o s t r u m  of Tian  A n  Men and 

s t a n d i n g  at  the  s ide  of our  g rea t  l eade r  Comrade  
Mao Zedong.  I pe r sona l l y  hea rd  h im announce  
to t he  whole  wor ld  the  found ing  of the  People ' s  
Repub l i c  of China  and  wi th  m y  own eyes s aw 
h im hois t  up  the  f i r s t  f i ve - s t a r  red  flag. 

The  b r i g h t - c o l o u r e d  f ive - s ta r  red  f lag was 
the  s y m b o l  of an i ndependen t ,  free,  democra t i c  
New China  t o w e r i n g  in the  East  and head ing  
t o w a r d s  p r o s p e r i t y  and  a f f luence  to become a 
wor ld  power .  I t  symbo l i zed  ~that the  Chinese  
people ,  led by the  Chinese  C o m m u n i s t  Pa r ty ,  
had  a f t e r  m a n y  l i f e - a n d - d e a t h  s t ruggles  at  long 
las t  s tood up  by topp l ing  imper i a l i sm,  feuda l i sm 
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and  b u r e a u c r a t - c a p i t a l i s m  which  weighed down 
on them l ike  th ree  big  mounta ins .  

As I ra i sed  m y  head  and gazed up at  the 
flag, tears  began  t r i ck l ing  down m y  cheeks and 
I sa id  to myse l f :  " F r o m  now on. the  people  a re  
no longer  ' s laves  of a fore ign  nat ion. '  "" 

I was bo rn  in Rongcheng County  on the 
S h a n d o n g  Peninsu la ,  a beaut i fu l ,  r ich place once 
u n d e r  the  heel  of the  imper ia l i s t s .  W h e r e v e r  
these  invade r s  went ,  t hey  looted,  raped and 
ki l led.  My two uncles  f led the  place  and jo ined 
the  Eighth  Route  A r m y  led by the Chinese Com- 
mun i s t  Pa r ty .  The  invaders ,  gu ided  by some 
t r a i to r s  in our  vi l lage,  sea rched  m y  home, set  i t  
on f i re  and  b r u t a l l y  bea t  up m y  g randparen t s .  
They  t h r e a t e n e d  to t ake  a w a y  the i r  g randchi ld  
if they  r e fused  to r evea l  the  whereabou t s  of 
the i r  sons. I was at  t ha t  t ime the only grandchi ld  
in the  f ami ly  and  g r a n d p a  s imp ly  doted on me. 
To escape ha ra s smen t ,  g r a n d p a  took me and 
o the r  m e m b e r s  of the  fami ly  out  eve ry  day  to 
h ide  f rom the  enemy.  But  th is  could not  r ea l ly  
so lve  the  p rob lem,  so I lef t  home  secre t ly  and  
also jo ined  the Eighth  Route  A r m y .  
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Tha t  was in 1942 and  I was jus t  16. I jo ined 
the Eighth  Route A r m y  because I d idn ' t  w a n t  
to be a slave and  I wan ted  to f ight  the 
Japanese  invaders  and  pun ish  the t rai tors  who 
had be t rayed  my  g r a n d p a r e n t s  and  parents .  
Educated by the Par ty ,  I came to unde r s t and  
that  if we d idn ' t  w a n t  to be slaves, we mus t  
emancipa te  the whole Chinese nat ion,  and  the 
whole of m a n k i n d  as well  and to found a s t rong 
new China  free of exploi ta t ion.  So I fought  in 
the war  with might  and  main,  u n d e r w e n t  rigid 
t r a in ing  and was admi t t ed  into the Pa r ty  in the 
following year. 

Af ter  victory in the War  of Resis tance 
Against  Japan,  China  was faced wi th  a crucial  
struggle be tween two en t i re ly  d i f fe rent  destinies,  
one of br ightness  and  one of darkness.  Whenever  
my comrades - in -a rms  and I thought  of the peo- 
ple in the areas u n d e r  K u o m i n t a n g  control still  
l iving in great  misery,  knowing  ' t ha t  we were 
f ight ing for a br ight  new China,  our  en thus ia sm 
surged like a sea of roar ing  waves. In J u n e  
1946, when  the 54th A r m y  of the K u o m i n t a n g  
launched a desperate  offensive agains t  the 
ra i lway s ta t ion at N a n q u a n  in an a t t empt  to 

burs t  open the ga teway  to the Shandong  

Liberated Area, the company  I belonged to 

f i rmly held our  posit ion at Langezhuang  to the 

east of the s ta t ion and  repulsed seven e ne my  

attacks be tween early dawn and  dusk. The 

whole field was l i t tered wi th  enemy corpses. 

Manoeuvr ing  in a mobi le  and f lexible way 

dur ing  the battle, I took cover beh ind  a smal l  

g rave -mound  and shot  at one e ne my  after  

another.  F i r ing  a l together  120 bullets,  I kil led 

110 enemy soldiers. 

In the th ree-year  War  of Liberat ion,  while 
tak ing  command in the fighting,  I myself  killed 
360 enemy soldiers and  was awarded  the 
honourable  title of Crack Shot and East China 
People's Hero, First  Class. In Augus t  1948, I 
went  to Warsaw to a t t end  the World Congress 
of Labour ing  Youth. When  the first  f ive-s tar  
red flag was hoisted over the soil of the  mothe r -  
land, I told myself  tha t  mil l ions upon mil l ions 
of "slaves to a foreign na t ion"  like me, who 
were displaced af ter  our  home villages fell into 
enemy hands,  were f rom now on going to be the 
masters of our  own country,  tha t  the people ~he 
world over would soon see a new China  r is ing 
like the m or n ing  sun  over the eastern horizon. 
You can imagine  how excited I was! 

As I gazed on the f ive-s tar  red flag, 
its br ight  colour r eminded  me of my  numerous  
comrades- in -a rms  who had laid down their  lives 

T h e  a u t h o r  w i t h  a t a n k  c r e w .  

and  the difficult ies the p ioneers  had gone 
through.  In  the course of crea t ing a n e w  China,  
our  troops and the r evo lu t iona ry  people had 
en d u red  or~e ordeal  af ter  ano the r  and  the sacri-  
fices they  had made were  too grea t  to be repre-  
sented b y  figures.  Everyone  who took par t  in 
the War  of Resistance Agains t  J a p a n  and  the 
subsequen t  War  of Libera t ion  knows  how hard  
it was to win  victory for the revolut ion .  When  
I first  jo ined  the Eighth  Route  Army,  the 
Japanese  invaders  were enforc ing a blockade 
and l au n ch in g  a mopp ing -up  opera t ion  agains t  
the an t i - J apanese  base areas;  the K u o m i n t a n g ,  
too, was t ry ing  to encircle us. We had no gra in  
and had to live on sweet potato vines  and  corn-  
cobs; we had no medicines  and  could on ly  look 
on as the ~ick and the wounded  suf fe red ;  we had 
no ext ra  clothing to change into, only  the same 
un i fo rm to wear  all four seasons;  a rms  and 
a m m u n i t i o n  were even scarcer. But  this 
a rmy  of ours served the people wholehear t ed ly  
and the f ighters  were highly  optimis¢ic even in 
t imes of great  adversi ty.  Every  one of them was 
ready to sacrifice his all for the l ibe ra t ion  of the 
people. The a rmymen ,  together  wi th  the  people, 
made  great  sacrifices, advanced  wave  upon 
wave  and  fought  bravely  in these bloody wars. 

In  both the War  of Resistance Aga ins t  J a p a n  
and the W'ar of Liberat ion,  we w e n t  th rough  
countless bat t les  and in  every  ba t t le  m a n y  com- 
rades died. So this f ive-s tar  red flag of ours  is 
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embro ide red  wi th  the most  d i f f icul t  s t ruggles 
and  dyed in the blood of the  mar tyrs .  Now that  
it  is f ly ing  over the soil of the mothe r l and ,  our  
mar ty r s ,  if they cotild have seen it f rom their  
graves  as it wen t  up, would  have  cheered 
together  w i th  us. 

I t  is diff icul t  to bui ld  up  a cause;  it is harder  
sti l l  to car ry  on the cause. The found ing  of 
New China  does not  mean  the end of our  mil i -  
t a n t  task. What  our  mar ty r s  had d r e a m t  of in 
the i r  l i fe t ime was not  jus t  to found  a new China  
bu t  to bui ld  a modern ,  powerfu l  socialist country .  
Fac ing  the f ive-s tar  red flag I took a si lent  
pledge:  Our  mo the r l and  so dear, you r  sons and  
daugh te r s  wil l  for ever be loyal  to you and  
s t and  on gua rd ;  the f ru i t  of the people 's  victory 
thus  ga ined mus t  not  be lost, and  for this 
I a m  a lways  ready as a soldier to f ight  on, s tand 
sen t ry  and  w in  bat t les  in your  defence. 

Over  the last  30 years, happy  memor ies  of 
m y  par t ic ipa t ion  in the ceremony of the found-  
ing of the People 's  Republ ic  of ten come back to 
m y  mind.  In success, this m e m o r y  warns  me to 
gua rd  agains t  get t ing swel l -headed;  in adver -  
sity, it encourages  me to brace up and persevere.  

Soon af ter  the found ing  of New China,  the 
Pa r ty  sen t  me to s tudy  at  the Fi rs t  T a n k  School 
aff i l ia ted to the Chinese People 's  Libera t ion  
Army.  Later  I was enrol led in a t ank  ins t i tu te  
for f u r t he r  studies.  I had served in a t a n k  un i t  
for 12 years. When  I jo ined  the army,  I had 
only  six months '  schooling beh ind  me and had 
not  real ly  learn t  how to read and write. 
T h r o u g h o u t  the war  years,  I managed  to s tudy  
w h e n e v e r  there  was t ime bu t  advanced  no 
f u r t h e r  than  p r i m a r y  school. With  such a shaky 
foundat ion ,  it was indeed not  easy for me to 
hand le  sophist icated arms and equ ipment ,  which 
need  a fa i r ly  good knowledge  of geomet ry  and 
t r igonomet ry ,  or to deal wi th  all those circuits 
and  oil channels .  But  I knew tha t  w i thou t  a 
m o d e r n  people 's  a rmy,  New China  could never  
grow strong,  so I was de t e rmined  to help bui ld  
a mode rn  a rmy  to be t te r  defend the f ive-s tar  

red flag. To make  my work still  more  effective, 
I was prepared  to s u r m o u n t  any  diff iculty,  

however  great.  Af ter  a period of hard  study,  I 
g radua ted  f rom the t ank  ins t i tu te  wi th  honours.  

But  it never  occurred to .me t h a t d a r k  clouds 
would  ga ther  over the b r igh t  sky of socialism. 
When  Lin Biao and the gang of four  wreaked  
havoc, anyone  who was keen on mas te r ing  new 
e q u i p m e n t  and the latest  techniques  was in-  
va r i ab ly  vil if ied as a p roponen t  of " the  theory 

that  weapons  decide eve ry th ing , "  as holding a 
"pure ly  technical  v iewpoint ."  At that  t ime 
there  was a s t range  logic, saying  that  the  red 
flag would fall to the g round  if a "man-made 
satell i te was l aunched  into orbit .  I asked myself,  
did it follow tha t  the  f ive-s tar  red flag would 
not  fall if no efforts  were m a d e  to modernize 
the coun t ry?  Why  was it that  the imperial ists  
were able to" o v e r ru n  the land  wi thou t  t rouble 
and  do wha t  they l iked on Chinese terr i tory in 
the last h u n d r e d  years  and more?  H a d n ' t  we 
had enough  of this b i t terness  of being pushed 
a round  because we were backward?  No, I 
couldn ' t  bel ieve wha t  they said. I kept on 
s t u d y i n g  wi th  other  officers and men, using 
the knowledge  I had acquired in school to 
enhance  our skill  and  mi l i t a ry  tactics in tank 
warfare .  Wi th  great  en thus iasm I passed on 
what  I knew to the  younger  genera t ion  in the 
a rmy to help t h e m  master  mi l i t a ry  skills. At 
the same t ime I also s tudied other  weapons and 
e q u i p m e n t  of the a rmed services, such as those 
of the ar t i l lery uni ts ,  the sappers, and the anti-  
chemical  war fa re  units ,  in an effort  to increase 
my  abi l i ty  to take command  over an a rmy with 
all k inds  of arms.  

At)ter the gang of four was toppled, and 
especially af ter  the 3rd P lena ry  Session of the 
l l t h  Par ty  Cent ra l  Commit tee  and the Second 
Session of the Fi f th  Nat ional  People 's  Congress, 
I set forth on the new Long March in even 
higher  spirits. In  the recent  past,  I was assigned 
by the Par ty  commit tee  to lead the tank  detach- 
ments  of var ious divisions to a pre-ar ranged 
"war"  zone for manoeuvres .  Taking into 
account  t h e  exper ience gained in our self- 
defensive  counte ra t t ack  against  Viet Nam and 
the special fea tures  of a fu tu re  war  against  
aggression, I made  bold reforms and unde rwen t  
drast ic t r a in ing  together  wi th  other cadres and 

fighters.  

Since that  g rand  ceremony of the founding 
of the People 's  Republid,  there  have been 
t remendous  changes in  our mother land.  There 

has been  great  deve lopment  in  our arms and 

equ ipmen t  and considerable  improvement  in our  

tactical and technological  level. My s tudy in 

the use of the la test  eq u ip men t  and technology, 

however ,  has jus t  begun.  I am determined to 

cont inue  my s tudy  and work hard  to help speed 

up the modern iza t ion  of our  na t ional  defence. 

I w a n t  to make  cont r ibut ions  in the nat ion 's  
s t ruggle  for an ear ly  r e tu rn  of Ta iwan to the 
embrace  of the mothe r l and  and win victory in 
the event  of a war  against  aggression. 
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